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A Big Sky
watch
aficionado
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ost 16-year-old boys collect posters or
video games. But at that age,
Bozeman Watch Co. president
Christopher Wardle was amassing fine
timepieces. Wardle—a Bozeman,
Montana, regular since the eighties—has taken his vast
knowledge of timekeeping and joined with designer Patrick
Ayoub to build watches “from the bottom up.” Their goal is
to return start-to-finish production of mechanical watch
movements stateside for the first time in 30 years—a tall
order since European ?
craftsmanship still trumps U.S.
methods. “The old American
manufacturing techniques were
brilliant,” Wardle explains. “They
got wiped out due to the quartz
revolution. We want to bring
them back.” Bozeman'’s dials,
hands, cases, and movements—
used on Western-themed models
like the Sidewinder and the
SmokeJumper Chronograph—are built in Germany and
Switzerland, but that will soon change. The company is
partnering with two East Coast watchmakers who restored
one of the world’s oldest known timepieces, worn by an
associate of Martin Luther in 1530. As for the remote
setting that Bozeman provides for such an enterprise,
Wardle adds, “Why not Montana? It's our own rugged
Switzerland.”—TASHA GREEN threads >154
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